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IS YOUR
STRUCTURED CABLING
FIT FOR THE FUTURE?
A well-organised and up-to-date data cabling infrastructure can be prize asset for any business.
It enables employees to operate more effectively, productively and efficiently and helps increase
revenue while lowering costs.
However, the opposite is also true. A disorganised or faulty network can cause chaos and have
a catastrophic effect on operations. What’s worse, many network issues can go undetected until
disaster strikes.
We’ve produced this checklist to help you identify the most damaging structured cabling issues
ahead of time. We’ve also explained the effects of these problems to demonstrate why they need
to be addressed sooner rather than later.
Read on to see if your structured cabling infrastructure is fit for the future or a disaster waiting
to happen.
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Intermittent
faults

Valuable resources
are wasted

Unidentified intermittent faults are
amongst the most common and damaging issues that affect structured
cabling networks. Faulty patch leads
and broken or malfunctioning outlets
are typical causes of this frustrating
and puzzling problem but identifying
the lead or outlet that’s misfiring can
be a headache in itself.

One or more technical specialists will
be required to oversee the lengthy
process of identifying and solving this
problem, meaning they’ll have less
time to focus on more meaningful duties. While a solution is being found,
network performance will continue to
be patchy so it’s likely that workforce
productivity will also suffer.

Wi-Fi
problems

Workforce efficiency and
productivity plummet

Wi-Fi can present a host of challenges when installed incorrectly - from
poor coverage to intermittent connectivity. Connecting multiple devices
that use conflicting Wi-Fi standards is
a common cause of many problems.
Equally, the Wi-Fi devices themselves may be faulty or installed in
the wrong position. If neither of these
factors are the cause of your issues,
check if you’ve connected new Wi-Fi
devices with outdated cabling.

Wi-Fi issues can cause inconsistent
connectivity, insufficient range and
slow browsing speeds. All of these
factors can erode productivity and
efficiency across an organisation by
making the simplest task a laborious
process. As with intermittent faults,
Wi-Fi issues are notoriously difficult
to pinpoint so it’s likely a technical
expert will have to invest a significant
amount of time to identify the
problem before solving it.
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Disorganisation
and disorder

Unnecessary
expenditure

Structured cabling networks often
become disorderly over time as
multiple firms are called in to install,
maintain and repair them, resulting
in a confused and jumbled system. A
disorganised structured cabling network can also be the result of sloppy
workmanship, where engineers
haven’t taken enough care during
the implementation process. Untidy
patching, inaccurate labelling and
poor record keeping are all warning
signs that shouldn’t be ignored.

Poor record keeping can mask the
true capacity of a structured cabling
network, leading users to purchase
new switches unnecessarily at a cost
that can run into thousands of pounds.
Messy cabinets and mislabelling can
also lead to cables being mistakenly
connected or disconnected, causing
users to lose connectivity unexpectedly.

Mismatched
cabling

Costly network
challenges

Even if your infrastructure is built
on one category of cable, if two different manufacturers have supplied
different elements of your network,
you may encounter problems. A
structured cabling network that isn’t
consistent end-to-end can cause
electrical mismatching between components and although this can be
difficult to spot, the effects are plain
to see.

An inconsistent network rarely
delivers consistent performance.
Mismatched cabling can cause
fluctuations in bandwidth, lengthy lag
times and, worst of all, it can take
the whole network offline, damaging
productivity and draining resources.
A 2015 study found that European
companies are losing an average
of £54,750 per annum as a result of
network outages.

A lack of network
redundancy

A catastrophic
loss of service

Organisations need a backup cabling
network and an uninterruptable power supply (UPS) to ensure connectivity and power remain consistent
when the lights go out unexpectedly.
This is especially true of critical links
and services that underpin crucial
business operations, for example the
structured cabling network that supports a bank’s trading floor. Despite
the importance of these systems, we
find that many organisations don’t
consider installing them until after an
incident has taken place.

An unplanned network outage can
have a catastrophic affect on a business. Even a brief spell of downtime
can stop a business in its tracks and
result in the loss of revenue and customers. This is before you factor in
the cost of recovering, repairing and
restarting the network.

Concerned that your structured cabling network has become more of a hindrance than a
help? Contact one of our experts on 0845 833 1163 or email us at info@roycecomms.com
to book a complimentary network fitness assessment so we can help you get to the root
cause of your challenges.
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